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Wisconsin Can Make Better Choices

Closing  
the gap:  
Two approaches

The Wisconsin Values Budget is a balanced approach to our fiscal 
challenges that demonstrates the Governor’s choices are not 
necessary choices. Through sacrifice that is fairly shared, and by 
building on Wisconsin’s history of progressive innovation, we 
can maintain and further improve public structures that work for 

everyone. The Wisconsin Values Budget, unlike the Governor’s 
“cuts only”approach, begins again to truly share the burden 
of creating a dynamic and prosperous economy that promotes 
opportunity, security, and freedom for all Wisconsinites.
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Notes

Digging the hole deeper -$400 million $0

The Governor’s budget & budget adjustment bills add to the 
deficit by increasing tax breaks for the wealthy and large 
corporations (by $200 million) and spending for highways 
and voucher schools.

Public workers’ concessions and cuts to 
local aid

$1.54 billion $1.04 billion

The Wisconsin Values Budget assumes the same 
concessions but cuts aid by $500 million less to reflect the 
limits on what local governments can actually save over the 
next two years without deep cuts to services.

Fair share from corporations & the wealthy $0 $1.04 billion
Narrowly targeted tax increases for corporations and the 
wealthiest Wisconsinites.

Improved revenue collection $0 $900 million
Increased revenue from the economic rebound and improved 
collection of what is owed.

Spending cuts – education, health care, 
human services, etc.

$2.48 billion $640 million
The Wisconsin Values Budget reduces the cuts to about $640 
million, including $200 million (instead of $500 million) 
from Medicaid.

TOTAL $3.62 billion $3.62 billion
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Lead Sponsors
Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, Citizen Action of Wisconsin, Institute for Wisconsin’s Future, Center on Wisconsin Strategy (COWS)

Co-Sponsors Wisconsin Alliance of Retired Americans, Wisconsin Coalition of Independent Living Centers Inc, 9 to 5 Milwaukee, Wisconsin Alliance for Women’s Health, Wisconsin 
League of Conservation Voters, Milwaukee Latino Health Coalition, United Council of UW Students, Planned Parenthood Advocates of Wisconsin, Equality Wisconsin Education Fund, 
Madison Teachers Inc., Midwest Environmental Advocates, Reproductive Justice Collective, Family Farm Defenders, the Madison Institute, Apprentice Organizers Project, Voces de la Frontera, 
National Association of Social Workers Wisconsin, WISDOM, Wisconsin League of Women Voters Education Fund, I Love My Public School, Mental Health America of Wisconsin, Wisconsin 
Community Action Program Association (WISCAP), League of Young Voters Education Fund, Center for Progressive Leadership, Wisconsin Federation of Nurses and Health Professionals, 
Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools, Madison-area Urban Ministry, Wisconsin Urban and Rural Transit Association, Wisconsin Jobs Now, NAACP Milwaukee.
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