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Charitable Contributions   

 
1,314  

Wisconsin  
foundations 

 
$5.62 billion  

Wisconsin  
foundation  

assets 

 
18 percent  
decrease in  

assets 

 
$473 million  

Wisconsin  
foundation  

grantmaking 

 
$3.06 billion  

total charitable  
giving in  

Wisconsin  

 
11 percent  

decrease in total 
charitable giving  

 
$2.59 billion  

given by  
Individuals in 

Wisconsin 

 
10 percent  
decrease in  
individual  

charitable giving in  
Wisconsin  

Source: IRS Statistics of Income, 2010; National Center for Charitable 

Statistics (NCCS), 2011 

Source: Funding Information Center, 2010 

D onors Forum of Wisconsin presents this brief review of philanthropy and its social 

and economic value across the state of Wisconsin.  As a catalyst for effective       

dialogue on the charitable sector, Donors Forum of Wisconsin serves as a resource for the most       

current information and research available that supports the field of philanthropy and promotes 

shared awareness of charitable trends among private grantmakers, business and government.  This 

effort offers unique perspective on foundation giving, ÁÎÄ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÎÏÎÐÒÏÆÉÔ ÓÅÃÔÏÒ ÁÓ Á ×ÈÏÌÅ, 

that is particularly relevant  during periods of difficult and pervasive economic challenges. 

Subsequently, ÔÈÉÓ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÎÏÎÐÒÏÆÉÔ ÇÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÓÅÇÍÅÎÔ ÁÓ 

well as a first glimpse at data reflecting the impact of the Great Recession.  It assesses research and 

data from fiscal years 2008 and 2009.  Philanthropy in Wisconsin reflects an unsettling scenario         

experienced nationwideɂdeclines in foundation and individual giving along with increasing demands 

on nonprofit service providers.  Yet, as this report illustrates, Wisconsin is home to a resilient and      

vibrant charitable sector that continues to play a significant role in supporting essential community 

needs.    

Foundation Facts 
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Wisconsin Foundation Areas of Giving In Wisconsin, the value of both foundation assets 

and grants paid have decreased to pre-2007 

amounts.  Total grants paid amounted to 473    

million, a 7% decline, while total value of founda-

tion assets  fell to 5.62 billion, off 18% from the 

previous year.  The number of foundations,    

however, has reached an all-time high of 1,314.   

The 50 largest foundations in the state, 4% of   

total foundations, accounted for $288,791,017 in 

total giving or 61% of total grants paid.   

 
Source: Funding Information Center, 2010 

Wisconsin Foundation Assets and Grants Paid, 2005 ɂ 2009 

Source: Funding Information Center, 2010 

Source: Foundationsearch.com, 2008 
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2011 

State of Philanthropy 

County  
Active  

Foundations  
Total Grants Paid  Total Assets  

Milwaukee 341 $220,683,296 $2,322,925,187 

Waukesha 119 $53,656,145 $666,730,358 

Dane 131 $48,844,490 $496,187388 

Outagamie 33 $17,359,935 $205,233,479 

Brown 80 $16,695,200 $204,286,845 

Rock 30 $11,016,695 $122,374,342 

Racine 26 $9,636,407 $76,637,966 

Winnebago 25 $8,967,418 $145,032,672 

Ozaukee 48 $8,880,473 $86,196,163 

Marathon 41 $7,819,711 $126,019,761 

7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ 4ÏÐ 4ÅÎ #ÏÕÎÔÉÅÓ ÂÙ 'ÒÁÎÔÓ 0ÁÉÄ, 2009 

Wisconsin Foundation Giving 

by County, 2009 

Source:  Funding Information Center, 2010; DFW, 2011 
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7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ 4ÏÐ 4ÅÎ ,ÉÓÔÓ ÂÙ 4ÏÔÁÌ 'ÒÁÎÔÓ 0ÁÉÄ 
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 Source:  Wisconsin Nonprofit Sector Report 2009, 
  http://wisconsinnonprofits.org  

WISCONSINôS NONPROFIT SECTOR  

 

Employs approximately 250,000 individuals in Wisconsin  

13th largest in the nation by employment 

Accounts for $39.1 billion in annual revenues  

Holds assets of $83.7 billion 

Nonprofit Industry  
% of Wisconsin Nonprofit 

Employees 

Human Services 37% 

Education 15% 

Community Improvement,  

Public/Private Benefit 
14% 

Health Care, Mental Health 13% 

Arts, Culture and Humanities 10% 

Environment / Animal -related 5% 

Religion 4% 

Research, Science, Technology,  

Social Sciences, Other 
1% 

Nationally, the nonprofit sector is an economic segment employing over 13.5 million individuals 

in 2009, more people than the financial industriesɂincluding real estate and insuranceɂ

combined.  Along with paying salary and benefits totaling $668 billion, the sector accounted for 

8.1 billion hours of volunteer activity nationwide with an estimated value of $169 billion.   

Philanthropy provides critical support for the work of nonprofits and their essential services, but 

ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ.  The Philanthropic Collaborative 

estimates that in 2007, 9.2 million nonprofit sector jobs and $512 billion in household income 

×ÅÒÅ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÐÈÉÌÁÎÔÈÒÏÐÉÃ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ $3.8 billion in direct            

economic benefits to Wisconsin communities. 

Source:  Independent Sector, 2011 

Source:  Independent Sector, 2011; Corporation for National and Community service. Ȱ6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ 

America 2010: National, State and City Information.ȱ  2010; Philanthropic Collaborative 

 

The National Economic Impact of Nonprofits 
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Government Expenditures versus Charitable Giving 

 

Today, Wisconsin faces wide-ranging and deep challenges as well as opportunities to find new solutions 

to address our most pressing needs.  These solutions will not be solved by government alone or by the 

philanthropic sector.  Grantmakers and government must draw on their respective resources, expertise, 

creativity and boldness to achieve and sustain impact on issues that are critical to a viable future for  

Wisconsin.   

As government restructures its expenditures and revenue, foundations long thought to be an unchanging 

source of private dollars are actively spending down and being created at a record rate. The current       

uncertainty in how grantmakers will support a treasured quality of life in Wisconsin will demand innova-

tive thinking, collaboration and new cross-sector partnerships.  It is only through better understanding 

and leveraging of  mutual interests of the public and private sectors that we will be able to  address the 

challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.   

 

Source:  Wisconsin Dept. of Administration, 2011; DFW, 2011 

The Economic and Social Value of Philanthropy in Wisconsin 

4ÈÅ 0ÈÉÌÁÎÔÈÒÏÐÉÃ #ÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÖÅȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÓÔÕÄÙ, The Social and Economic Value of Private and Community 

Foundations, found that each dollar ($1) of private and community foundation grantmaking produces 

over eight dollars ($8) in direct economic benefits to our communities.  Using this measure, $473 million 

in statewide foundation grants given in 2009 helped generate $3.78 billion in direct economic benefits to 

our communities.  As illustrated in the chart below,  philanthropy provides only a fraction of the            

resources of state government.   

 

 


